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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Re: Ukrainian-only 
policy in Ukraine 
Dear Editor: 

It is troubling to me that reader Tamara 
Koropetska believes diaspora Ukrainians 
who choose to institute "Ukrainian-only" 
policies in their establishments and 
offices in Ukraine are acting out "nation
alistic...narrow-minded fantasies of 
Ukrainian cultural purity" (Letters, 
August 13). Apparently, the institution of 
such internal policies in private firms by 
persons of Ukrainian descent but non-
Ukrainian citizenship is a sign that we are 
denying ethnic Russian citizens of 
Ukraine their linguistic rights. Yet, "if 
these policies were designed by the bear
ers of Ukrainian passports," Ms. 
Koropetska "would not have been particu
larly disturbed." Naturally, diasporans 
have no right to suggest that "Ukraine is 
not 'Ukrainian' enough for [us]." Rather, 
we should teach the "people of Ukraine" 
about "tolerance and pluralism in a multi
ethnic nation." The letter writer arrived at 
such a conclusion after attending a series 
of job interviews at various unnamed, but 
apparently diaspora-run firms. 

First off, Ms. Koropetska, if you are so 
opposed to Ukrainian-only office policies 
(whatever these may be), then why is it not 
as bad for citizens of Ukraine to institute 
such policies as it is for a diasporan of 
Ukrainian ethnic heritage? Could it be a 
feeling that citizens of Ukraine have not 
yet been taught the benefits of tolerance 
and pluralism, and so we in the diaspora 
should not be surprised that they would 
practice what you consider unacceptable 
and discriminatory? Should we diasporans 
not hop on the next plane and implore our 
(Ukrainian-passport bearing) brothers and 
sisters to mend their discriminatory ways 
and be tolerant? Is that all we are allowed 
to do? What are the limits to diaspora par
ticipation in the Ukrainization process? Do 
we have any role to play in this regard? 
Ms. Koropetska would have us pull out the 
bucks, but keep the "Kobzars" well-hid
den, preferably in some dusty diaspora 
library. 

Moving on to the merits of Ms. 
Koropetska's claim that institution of so-
called Ukrainian-only policies by private 
firms under diasporan leadership consti
tutes a curtailment of ethnic Russians' 
rights to "retain their culture," more diffi
culties arise. It is a generally accepted 
principle of business that an employer 
may set certain work rules which employ
ees are then expected to follow. Although 
a requirement that employees speak only 
Ukrainian (or English) but no Russian at 
the workplace may seem discriminatory 
on its face to some of us (so used to 
Western ideas of freedom of speech) this 
is not so, as the employer has every right 
to assemble a team of employees who 
understand and share the general goals of 
the employer in conducting business, one 
of which may be to promote the use of 
Ukrainian by persons living in Ukraine. 
Nothing unreasonable about that. 

In any event, there is no "hortage of 
Russian-speaking companies, whether run 
by citizens of Ukraine or diasporans, to 
which the prospective employee may turn if 
he or she feels uncomfortable in a 
Ukrainian-speaking environment. And God 
forbid that the time may come when the use 
of Ukrainian in the workplace becomes the 
norm! Can't have any of that now, can we? 

In this regard, Ms. Koropetska's worry 
that the boss would "make [his or her] 
Ukrainian citizen employees answer [cus
tomers who spoke only Russian] exclu
sively in Ukrainian is both disingenuous 
and misplaced. Disingenuous, because any 

firm operating in Ukraine would be com
mitting financial suicide if it were to refuse 
service to those customers who spoke only 
Russian. Misplaced because it fails to take 
into consideration the inadequate and lam
entable position of the Ukrainian language 
in Ukraine today and the contempt with 
which its use in many areas is treated by 
certain (not necessarily ethnic Russian) ele
ments within Ukraine. 

Ms. Koropetska claims that "Ukrainians, 
who fought for so long to preserve their 
own culture, should know better than to 
force their own language and culture on 
other people." She goes on to equate pre
sent-day Ukrainization efforts with the 
forced Russification programs that went 
hand in hand with Stalin and Kaganovich's 
Great Famine of 1932-1933, the mass 
killing and deportations in 1939-1941 in 

1 western Ukraine (following the Soviet 
occupation of these lands as per the infa
mous Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact) and the 
efforts by Brezhnev and Shcherbytsky in 
the 1970s to totally denationalize and 
Sovietize the Ukrainian population. Ms. 
Koropetska writes as if Morley Safer's 
bogeymen from the Ukrainian National 
Assembly/Ukrainian National Self-Defense 
Organization had (horror of horrors) seized 
power in Kyyiv. 

Ms. Koropetska's views allow no place 
for diaspora Ukrainians in the promotion 
of Ukrainian language and culture as a 
unifying force for ethnic Ukrainians living 
in Ukraine. That is dismissed as narrow-
minded and, therefore, unacceptable. 
There is no place for ethnic sentiments in 
Ms. Koropetska's pluralistic and enlight
ened worldview, only for identity based on 
citizenship and an absolute disregard for 
history and its lessons. 

In short, if one follows Ms. Koropetska's 
views, we in the diaspora should accept the 
present-day deplorable state of the 
Ukrainian language in Ukraine, for the 
greater good of protecting the historically 
oppressed Russian minority's so-called 
civil rights. Just think how great it would be 
if Ukraine should end up like Belarus, 
which is preparing to resume its place as a 
docile and subservient colony of its Great 
Russian "older brother." At that point, we 
could all go and teach "pluralism and toler
ance" to the citizens of "the one, indivisi-
able Russia!" Get real. 

Yarema Bachynsky 
New York 

Ukrainian in Kyyiv: 
And why not? 
Dear Editor: 

While reading in The Ukrainian 
Weekly (August 13) the letter by Tamara 
Koropetska, I was amazed at its lack of 
logic. When a Russian citizen of 
Ukrainian ancestry walks into an office 
in Moscow, he is expected to speak 
Russian. Similarly when a Polish citizen 
of Ukrainian ancestry he enters an office 
in Warsaw, he speaks Polish. 

Why does it have to be different in 
Kyyiv? This is not "Ukrainianization of 
Russians.55 They are free to use their lan
guage elsewhere and enjoy their culture. 
How can one compare a policy to use the 
Ukrainian language in a Ukrainian office 
in Ukraine with almost 400 years of eth-
nocide perpetrated by the Russian regimes 
in Ukraine? It is a duty of the Ukrainian 
diaspora to help undo the damage done, 
when millions of Ukrainians of Ukrainian 
ancestry, with an inferiority complex 
imposed on them, converse among them
selves in Russian. 

01ehM.Wolansky 
Kerhonkson, N.Y. 

by Christopher Guly 

Remembering the forgotten 
OTTAWA - Sixteen years ago, my 

father's brother, Martin, died in Winnipeg. 
As a young man, he was bright and 

athletic. His life was a good one. Then 
World War II came and Martin enlisted 
in the Royal Canadian Artillery; his older 
brother, Walter, in the Canadian Air 
Force. Martin served overseas; Walter 
remained in Canada. Then the war ended. 

Walt Gully - as he spells his family 
name now - eventually married, and he 
and his wife, Paula, settled in British 
Columbia's Okanagan Valley. Marty 
stayed in Winnipeg, where his parents 
had settled and where he was born. Walt 
or "Wham" - as he was dubbed for his 
baseball prowess - went on to live a 
good life. Marty struggled through his. 

Growing up myself in Winnipeg, I 
remember Uncle Marty as a quiet, shy 
and frail man. He was not the tall, strong, 
intelligent and athletic man described in 
the stories my father, Frank, used to tell 
me. 

War had beaten Martin. After serving 
only six months in England in 1944, he 
was discharged from the army after expe
riencing what Canadian military officials 
said was "shell-shock." When he touched 
down in Winnipeg a year before an 
armistice was declared, Martin's personal 
war was about to begin. 

Through a partial lobotomy, doctors 
removed a portion of his brain - and with 
that, most of his emotions and all of his 
life. Martin died in a Winnipeg veterans' 
hospital - a casualty of human stupidity. 
He was only 63. 

Fifty years after the end of the second 
world war, Martin Guly is one of 35,000 
Ukrainian Canadian men and women 
who served their country during the 
world's most devastating armed con
frontation. They remain largely victims 
of human oversight. 

John Nowosad, 80, a former president 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC), was among those 35,000. 
Fortunately, he never saw the crackle of 

battle, spending the last four years of the 
war handling office duties in Ottawa. 
Since I cannot ask Martin whether he 
feels forgotten by the Ukrainian 
Canadian community - which has taken 
historical remembrances to the level of 
an art form - in honoring its members for 
their brave patriotic effort, I asked Mr. 
Nowosad. 

(Continued on page 15) 

Martin Guly 

Memorial recalls Canadian soldiers 
KINGSTON, Ontario - A memorial 

plaque dedicated to the Ukrainian 
Canadian soldiers who served their 
country with distinction overseas dur
ing World War II will be unveiled at 
218 Sussex Gardens, Paddington, 
London, England, on September 19. 

Over 35,000 Ukrainian Canadian 
men and women served with the 
Canadian Armed Forces during the 
second world war. They formed a 
Ukrainian Canadian Servicemen's 
Association (UCSA) and, in August 
1943, established their own dub in the 
vLara^e cf the St. Jara^'s Parish 
Church, Paddington. This building 
became a unique "home away from 
home" for thousands of Canadian sol
diers of Ukrainian heritage during 
their tours overseas. 

Before the war's end and for several 
years thereafter, 218 Sussex Gardens 
also served as the headquarters build
ing of the Central Ukrainian Relief 
Bureau (CURB), an organization cre
ated to provide information and 
humanitarian relief to the hundreds of 
thousands of Ukrainian political 

refugees, displaced persons and vic
tims of war who found themselves 
scattered throughout Western Europe. 
Many thousands were aided in their 
resettlement to Canada, the United 
States and to the United Kingdom by 
CURB and its support groups. 

The plaque to be unveiled at 218 
Sussex Gardens on Tuesday, September 
19, at 10 a.m. commemorates the 
wartime activities of these soldiers, their 
refugee relief and resettlement operation 
and the formation of the Association of 
Ukrainians in Great Britain, which 
received its IcandLig impetus from these 
Ukrainian Canadians, Donations from 
the Ukrainian communities of Canada 
and Great Britain, and the generous sup
port of the owners of the building, have 
made the installation of this plaque pos
sible. 

Anne Panchuk, herself a member of 
UCSA and CURB, and the widow of 
its leading member, Gordon Richard 
Bohdan Panchuk, will unveil the 
plaque after a brief ecumenical reli
gious service in the St. James's 
Church. The public is invited. 
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Remembering... 
(Continued from page 7) 

"It definitely is an oversight," he tells 
me over the telephone from his home in 
Winnipeg. 

Fortunately, in the spirit of seeking 
recognition for the thousands of 
Ukrainian Canadians who were interned 
in Canada during World War I, Dr. 
Lubomyr Luciuk, research director for 
the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Association, remembered to remember 
World War II Ukrainian Canadian vets. 

At 10 a.m. on September 19 in 
London, England, a memorial plaque 
will be unveiled at 218 Sussex Gardens 
in Paddington, in memory of those 
Ukrainian Canadian soldiers who served 
their country overseas. Among those 
attending this dedication ceremony will 
be Montreal's Anne Panchuk, who, along 
with her late husband, Bohdan, was also 
among those 35,000. 

Thanks in large part to the Painchuks' 
efforts, hundreds of thousands of 
Ukrainian political refugees, displaced 
persons and victims of war received 
humanitarian relief at the Central 
Ukrainian Relief Bureau (CURB). In 
turn, this post-war clearing house relocat
ed thousands of homeless Ukrainians to 
Canada, the United States and Great 
Britain. The CURB was Mr. Panchuk's 
idea. 

"We had returned to Saskatchewan 
[where Mr. Panchuk was born] from 
England in 1946, but my husband 
couldn't sleep thinking about all those 
Ukrainians stranded in Europe." So, 
with the UCC's blessings, the pair 
returned to England and formed the 
bureau. 

Luckily, the Panchuks did not have to 
start from scratch. The Ukrainian 
Canadian Servicemen's Association had 
formed in 1943 and established them-
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selves in the vicarage of St. James 
Anglican Church in Paddington - where, 
of all people, Oscar Wilde had been mar
ried in the 19th century. 

But the Panchuks did have their work 
cut out for them. In his 1982 book, "The 
Ukrainian Canadians: A History," Dr. 
Michael Marunchak estimates that there 
were 400,000 displaced Ukrainians who 
refused to return to their countries of ori
gin. As a result, the CURB became an 
invaluable resource, and Mr. Panchuk, in 
particular, a vital leader. 

"He accomplished quite a bit in help
ing Ukrainians," says Dr. Marunchak. 

Born in Meacham, Saskatchewan on 
February 8, 1915, Mr. Panchuk was a 
school teacher by profession. After serv
ing in the war and organizing the 
Ukrainian relief effort, he, his wife and 
their two young daughters returned to 
Canada in 1952, where they settled in 
Montreal. Mr. Panchuk spent three years 
heading the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation International's Ukrainian-
language service and returned to teaching 
until 1980. 

In 1982, he was named rector of the 
Mohyla Institute in Saskatoon, and a year 
later wrote his memoirs, "Heroes of Their 
Day." Mr. Panchuk died on June 20, 1987, 
and was buried in Toronto. Until now his 
memory, too, was buried. 

"You know what it's like," explains 
Dr. Marunchak over the telephone from 
his home in Winnipeg, "as soon as some
one dies, they're forgotten." 

That thought alone was enough to 
push Dr. Luciuk into action. "[Mr. 
Panchuk] is one of those unsung heroes," 
he says. 'If it wasn't for him, a lot of 
people, including my own parents, would 
not have made it to Canada." 

Now perhaps Bohdan Panchuk, Martin 
Guly and the other 34,998 Ukrainian 
Canadians who fought for freedom can 
rest in peace. 
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